VOL. 35. NO. §1

FoR THE DEVELOPMENTorneNATL

S9E

Resoureeser=SuNNySouli.

WEDNESDAY DEC. 18. 1807

RIVERS AND HARBORS CONGRESS.

for the general interests of the United
States was the three days meeting of
the Rivers and Harbors congress in
Washington December 5, 6 and 7. The
sentiment [avoring the internal improve-
ments ot the rivers on the continent has
been rapidly growing of late, and this

; meeling [airly brought the question be-
fore the peonle. Two thousand delﬂgates from lhirly-six
states in the Ugion were in allendan(‘.e. and the prm:ced-
ings throughout gave every evidence ol determination and
legitimate purpose. The congress was addressed by dis-
tinguished men from various sections, and in sll was one
of the ' most notable gatherings direct from the people
ever held in the United States

A memorial was unanimously adopted recommending the
improvement of the waterways of the country, to the
President of the United States; the Vice President, and
the Speaker of the House, The resolutions, unanimously
adopted, recommended an annusl appropriation of not less
than $50,000,000 for the improvement of the waterways,
the issuance of bonds, if necessary, and the adoption of a
wise and liberal waterway policy by the government.

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

J. Hampton Moore, of Philadelphia, chairman of the
committee on reoslutions, presented the platform of t‘he
association as the unanimous sentiment of thirly-six states,
and he said that the commitiee requested the approval o

consideration of the national congress.

The report set forth that the American people had re-
plied 1o the resolutions adopted by the rivers and harbors
convention last year by sending to this convention nearly
2000 delegates from thirty-six states and territories,
Calling attention to the inability of the railroads to handle
the business thar is offered them, and stating that profit-
able and sucecessful commerce is abso]ule]y depecdenl

upon economical transportation of rommodities, it is point-
ed out in the report that other means of transportation
should he provided at once.

Continuing, the report of the committee states that
transportalion oy water is much cheaper and’ usually
quicker than by rail, and that relief of the congestion on
the railroads is offered by the improvement of the water
courses of the country. The report states further that it
is the belief of the delegates that the time has come for
the government to adopt a more liberal and persistent pol-
icy for the improvement of the waterways over which it
rightfully has control. In conclusion, the report offers the
following resolutions by the national rivers and harbors
congress, 'standing for*a policy and not a project.”

First—That we earnestly urge the adoption by the
Federal government of a wise, liberal, and comprehensive
waterway policy that will provide for the proper improve-
ment within the next ten years, of the rivers, waterways
and harbors of our country, justified by the present pros-
pective benefits to commerce,

Second—That this congress strongly urces upon the
Congress of the United States the importance of the im-
mediate adoption of a comprehensive plan” of waterway
improvement, of the cz:rying on of the work by an ade-
quate number of engineers, and of such liberal appropria-
tions annually as will insure the early completion of the
undertaking.

Third—That we cordially indorse the action of Presi-
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Roosevelt for the support he has given to its purposes, by
his speeches and by his treatment of the subject in his
recent message to Congress.

ASKS $50,000,000 ANNUALLY.

Fifth—That we ask Congress to view thé river, water-
way, and harbor appropriations not as the appropriation

an investment in permanent improvements, bound to pay
increasing dividends from year to year. Viewing these

session, of not less than $50,000
for the same, if in excess of funds available, by & bond
issue similar in character to that for the building the Pina-
ma Canal. i

The report of the committee on”nominations recom-
mends the election of these officers and members of the
board of directors:

For president, Joseph E. Ransdell, of Louisiana; for
seevetary-treasurer, J. F, Ellison, Cincinnati.

Directors:

Adantic Seaboard—William H. Lincoln, Boston; Olin“
J, Stephens. New York; J. Hampton Moore, Philadelphia:
Frank D. La Lanne, Philadelphia; F. W, Wood, Baltimore,

South Atlantic Seaboard— E. J. Hale, Favetteville. N.|
C; L. B. Dozier, Columbia, S, C;W. B. Stilwell, Savanah.

Gulf Seaboard—T. C, Bush, Birmingham, Ale.; S. Tali-
aferro, Houston, Tex; M. J. Sanders, New . Orleans, Lag;
b 1?:;. S. umﬁn. Dallas, ;l;:lxl. ;

e entire Mississippi ey districi—Gov, J. A.John-
~ son, St, Paul, Minn.; 'Fhomln M. Wilkerson, Burlington,
W. P Kennett, St. Louis, M6.: W. K. Ka
St. Louis, Mo.; Charles Scott, Rosedale, Miss.

- The Great Lakes district-—James H. Davidson, Oshkosh,
-~ Wis,; E. W. Wickey, South Chicago, Ind; H. C. Bar-
~ low, Chicago, lll; and Edward H. Butler, Buffalo, N. Y,

A ?‘l:a Valley district~=W. B. Rodgers, Pi Pa

Al nger, Cincinnati, Ohio; John

Cotnbis, Obte ind W T Rt Bogmroem. [ Vanos,
. Tennessee and Cumberland district—T. M. Bryan,
fighile ' . Arkan .

vanaugh,

|

. ECIDIEBLY the most important meetinzl
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! what Mrs Crosman said in open meeting a few days ago:

{| on charity for a brightening of the Christmas holidays.
the report in the hope that it would receive the respectful.

3
*“ dent Roosevelt in appointing a special inland waterways
@l commission and further fecommend that Congress enact
& such laws as will make the inland waterways commission
5 permanent, and will provide it with necessary authority
’ for its investigations and recommendations. ]
b Fourth—That this congress cordially thanks President

of money for the current expenses of government, but as E

appropriations in this light, Congress is fully warrapted in |
‘ authorizing an annusl expenditure, beginning at the present !
5 000, and in providing i

are d
the gills, and where is that element of personal interest
and these breasts upon which the little wondering heads
may be pillowed in hallowed sympathy? There are
enough children in this world to stock up the childrenless
homes on Christmas day. Let the childless husbands
and wives of the land take to themselves some of the neg-
lected ' little ones who are thrust upon a selnsh world
Ithroud: such reckless unwisdom as is promulgated in the
| "anti-race suicide” policy.

Theke is no such thing as a criminal class, Any state-
ment With reference to the so-called crimina) class makes
the présperous [eel entirely too comlortrble sitting at the
club with their after-dinner cigars. It removes the feeling
of responsibility from that section of society where it pro-
perly Belongs, and places it on heredity and circumstan-

CHILDREN ENOUGH FOR ALL,
NOTHER woman of prominence has

come out in opposition to Mr.Roosavelt's
anti-race suicide policy. Mrs.J. H. Cros-
man of the Womans Peace Circle of
New York is the latest candidate [or
the presidential Valhalla to which are
condemned gll those who incur the Pre- !
sident’s disapprobation. This is part of

ity
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"It is not charity we want. Too much is being done now
for the poor of New York City. What we need is the
suppression of unnecessary reproduction. When parents
cannot support their children it is a crime to bring them
in‘o the world,” says the Kansas City Journal. :

The resentment of the ' women against the president's

interference in their private affairs seems (o be gathering ces o which we have no 00'!"'01- In a large propor-
strength.  One by one the prominent women of the land | tion obicases the criminal is society, and not the poor [el-
are asserting themselves. They [eel that their sacrad pro- | low wllb has gone wrong from lack of work, poverty and
vince has been invaded and they know more about their | the ollaries  of poverty, strangeness lo the customs
domestic affairs than any mere man, be he president or|and

to all of us. Economie pressure and sogial maladjustment,
well Within the scope of our power to remedy, will explain
very miich of the crime and the making of very many of
our emninals. And a great evil in our present social sys-
tem iglthat it oo often makes a criminal of the first offen-
der-—the citizen who has slipped over into wrongdding
once. It makes him hardened instead of dealing with him
as a human being,
e AL e L SR

With the entire naval strength of the United States sent
to the Pacific, the Atlantic Coast, which has never had
any mare imported trouble thun it cared to import since
1812, will be just as able to get along without importing
trouble as usual.

what not. Last October Miss Phoebe Couzins, the vet-|
eran leader of the equal suflragists movement, said: “The
president has gone too far in condemning .nav.ied people
whose families do not come up to his standard and in ap-
plying such a term as ‘criminal’ to wives who do not de-
sire so many children as he thinks they should have,

At this season of the year one is reminded on every
side of the many homeless child“en who are dependent

Eﬂungzr of the country, or the sudden flash of passion

The one note of sadness in all this period of good cheer
is the thought of the little ones in public institutions, sec-
tarian homes and the cheerless tenements who know
Sants Claus only as a myth and whose woelul litile stock-
ingswill droopin melancholy invitation topublic charity. How
many mothers. in shabby homes, through tears that blind : -—
their smarting eyes will gaze upon their suffering children| TheWapanese who captured Port Arthur ought to prove
and pray that in some mysterious way Santa Claus may | good wilnesses [or the accused general who sutrendered
find them out and bless them with remembrance. it.
There is no more pathetic sight than an assemblage of |
orphans, boys or girls, at Christmas time, who sit in rigid |
discipline while the gil:s of a cold and terrifying charity to
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Wort it be dull for the Bostonians now that they are
have an intelligent mayor once more?

!
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[m the Sunshine.
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Do you think that this beautiful world’s going wrong ?
Get out in the sunshine!

Are you sighing in griel when the air's filled with song?
Get ont in the Sunshine!

Just miss for a minute the thunder's rude roll,

Drown sotrow, or slip frem her leaden control,

Let the light out of the Hetvens flow in on your soul—
Get out in the sunshinel

Do youbl]:nnw that the great sun that besmg [rom the
ue

(Get out in the sunshine!)

Is the light that God dreemed of—His message to you?
Get out in the sunshinel

Get out where the daisies are nodding in white

In the meadows that dresmed of the dawn (hrough the

night;

Throw wide the soul-windows and let in the ligh—

Get out in the sunshine!
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out to them. Where is the love which glorifies

SHALL THE HOME MERCHANT BE
PATRONIZED?

T is stated says The Up-To- Date Farmer
that two mail order houses in the city L.
ol Chicago did a business of $80,000,-
000 last year. This is asnother fair

sample of monopely swallowing up the

business of the country. is monopa-

ly is fostered almost entirely by mem-

bers and non-members of trades unions,

wha buy their tools from such houses;

by farmers who buy many articles that they use. Taking

{or granted, as a matter of argument, that perhaps at times,

some small sum of money might be saved on the purchase

for which the fermer or other buyer must pay before he

sees the goods, can any member of any seciety or any in

fuct in the United States, afford to not patronize his loce
merchants?

In the building of any vast business, whether it be a

tobacco (rust, an oil trust, a beel trust, a railroad trust.or a

merchandise (rust, those who assist in the building of such

vast aggregations of wealth by patronizing it, will find the
day when that power is turned on thiem, and they wil

lose more than they have gained. x

By sending the money . away from home, the persoms

who patronizes the mail order house impoverishes the

local merchant; prevents his local merchant from bringing

on well-assorted stocks or large stocks of merchandise:

prevents the local merchant [rom emploving more help,

which usually comes from the ranks of his patrons: pre- -
vents his local merchant from assisting worthy local en-
terprises, either the churcK, lodge, factory or political
movements, that are nearly always for the benefit of his
local community.

It prevents the growth of population in the community-

in which the patran of the mail order house lives, and ix

tnat way reduces the value of land, in which the fermer in

particular is interested. The greater number of people in

a community, the hetter the price of the land.

By patronizing the mai* order houses, persons patroniz-—

ing such houses one is often deprived of the privilege of buy- -

ing many articles that he needs immediately that would be

of great benefit to him, and who§& %8s could probably be

saved many times over if he could be supplied at once.

By refusing and lailing to buy from his local desler, he

loses the opportunity of buying goods that he sctually

needs. ) |

it is a well-known fact that the mail order houses get

the ¥rset. ofitheéir Weisiness hased oé thedpw-fic.d , goodsy.

and when a low price is named, invariably, low class
goods are furnished. »

It is alsv a well-known [act that mail order houses bug -

second and geods of low quality. As s rule, of courses -

they keep some standard goods that they offer at less tham -«

legitimate profit, which blinds the mail order house eus-

tomer and makes him believe that everything that the maili”

order house offers is good quality and low in price, which

is not frue,

Mt behooves every person, whether he be farmer;. mes -~

chanic, professional man or capitalist, to buy ev ings

that he needs frcm his local merchant when it is possible- e

to do it; to do everything that he can to encourage the- T

local trade and local manufacturers. The sympathy of:

your own people is a thing muck 1o be desired and very~
much nzeded.

Itis e fact. and can be proven, that manyy former sues -
cessful merchants in communities that were prospereus. -
previous to the advent of the mail order houses, have beéis :
bankrupted and reduced to poverty, and the people -ins
such communities can get only the bare necessities:,
have to make [requent trips to necrby lowns in: orden 1er
make selections that they formerly cculd obtain at home.
from their local merchants,

| appeal to all persons to patrc: ize (heir local merchants..
always, and to never let the smali difference in priceom & =
few articles stand in the way ¢! npatronizing thé “ocal~
merchant, for in the communities in which the farmer, Gin ¢
pariicular. as well es the meclmnir. rrofea.uiuno] man, m‘ld'f/

| capitalist reside, the value of real ¢« ~te will be reduced.

and in the items of butter, eggs, ¢! i | ¢ns, live stock, fruits.
and vegetables, the [armer will losc 1 ore by being déprvs
ed of a merket [or such produce ¢'c ¢ to home, for these -
things that probsbly would otherwi » go to waste, tham
any emall difference he might pay | s local merchant an
local manulacturer for their goods. + sres or merchendise..

Is it consistent to undertake 1o £ 1 the trusts with one-
hand, the irusts that have reduced 1] ¢ price of lshor and’
farm produce 1o such an extent that your calling is thes
poorest paid in the land, and help the ‘trusts with the:
other hand, because these trusts are willing to sell to  yoor
in scme insternces ot @ price slightly lewer then your loca-
me%chant can sell the geods to you lor end get s living-
profit. :
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Secrelery Talt is bresking another world record. As:-
he sails toward the United States he is finishing one oF
the shortest journeys ever made around the world, He: b
is certainly completing the quickest girdling of the globe=-
ever made by anybody in which so much business of m—
portance wes ever accemplished.  Within about the limitss
of Jules Verlpes imaginative race “Around the world e~
Eighty Days” he has been entertsined by two imperiaif

rulers, given a few weeks (o starting the Filipinos in s -
ex ment at

talked world
lin, and, for personel reasons, dec

sell-government, limented the Mikadog. :
politics with .ﬁ-cﬂﬂﬁiﬁhm_c remis



